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WE Build 
A Community 
Around Giving

$26 million
Grants  

WHAT  IS YOUR LEGACY? 

10,000+
Donors

1 million+ 
Lives Touched
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EVERYONE
CAN BE A
PHILANTHROPIST

A story of a community 

of philanthropists with 

one message: 

Turkish Philanthropy Funds is the story 

of a small circle of donors growing into a 

10,000+donor community, precisely because of 

each donor’s passion for giving back and belief 

in the impact of community philanthropy. 

Today, we are proud to be the leading 

Turkish-American community foundation for 

high impact social investments. Our story began 

in 2007 when a handful of visionaries united as a 

small but determined team established  

Turkish Philanthropy Funds to bring our 

community together for impactful and effective 

philanthropy. In the past two decades,  

we have become a connector between donors 

and partners working to bring us safe, strong, 

and vibrant communities. Our legacy builds  

on each donor’s story. 
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WE Deliver High Impact Philanthropy
We invite and encourage new ideas, pioneering practices, and original 
methods. We provide a forum for people to connect and  exchange 
ideas and explore perspectives that can change the conversation and 
achieve high-impact philanthropy for community good. We channel 
donor funds to the most impactful institutions -  from a refugee human 
service organization in Istanbul, to the small but mighty education NGO in 
Samsun, and to the local community foundation in Nevada. Each donor’s 
individual contribution adds up to our collective impact. 

WE Promote a Culture of Collaboration
We believe that doing this work together will allow us to create 
a community that collaborates, honors each other’s voices, and 
uses innovative approaches to address the immediate needs in our 
communities. We know that we are more powerful when we work together. 
We mobilize our donors and partners to get involved in ways never possible 
before so that the impact of their philanthropy can reach well beyond to 
create sustained and lasting change for generations

WE Pride Ourselves with Traceable Accountability
Accountability has been our priority since day one. Our donor services and 
grantmaking are high-touch and highly tailored which enables donors to 
trace the full journey of their contributions. We are organized to provide 
donors with a wealth of expertise in handling the most complex types 
of transactions, all conducted according to sound business principles, 
and with the highest levels of transparency, privacy and integrity. We are 
committed to showing how every donation is used and hold our partner 
organizations on the ground to the same high standards.

WE Power Charge Your Legacy
We work towards building a better future and a legacy of giving for our 
donors individually and for the Turkish-American community at large. Our 
donor community has access to tools to create and tell their own stories 
that demonstrate what matters most to them with their gifts. We couldn’t 
be more proud that we have created a highly impactful community of 
philanthropists who are  implementing their positive visions and hopes for 
society and community through TPF.

OUR 
VALUES
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TPF works with donors to create customized giving models and connects 
everyday philanthropists with nonprofits.

15 years ago, TPF founders brought together a group of Turkish-American 
donors dedicated to an ideal: a community fund that helps each donor 
to create sustainable, lasting impact. Ever since, donors have engaged 
with TPF in many different ways — to create funds designed to give in 
perpetuity or to streamline annual giving, to involve their children in 
giving, to create a legacy for their families or to support TPF partners. 
The inspiration has been the same since day one for every donor: Being a 
catalyst for change to improve the quality of life for all in our communities. 

We build capacity by nurturing Turkey’s civil society sector. We expand 
philanthropic capital by establishing and growing donor funds. We align 
social action by connecting stakeholders around issues. And, we use 
grantmaking to empower communities to achieve their goals. Our power 
comes from our donors - more than 10,000 strong now - who believe in 
philanthropy and coming together to make a difference. 

WHO 
WE ARE
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WHY
WE ARE
UNIQUE

TPF provides a platform to donors who want to alter the current dichotomy 
in our society to facilitate enduring impact. We have a keen understanding 
of our communities’ diverse people, needs, and assets. Each TPF donor 
believes in giving something back to the communities where they grew 
up, attended school, raised their children, and built their businesses. To 
that end, our deep local knowledge and connections, combined with the 
professional expertise provide donors with unique, unmatched personal 
guidance. We are dedicated to turning empathy and words into action. We 
convene on the tough questions. We support and invest in those seeking 
solutions. We work with our donors to address our communities’ unique 
needs under a common goal:  making our communities better for all of us 
and creating a legacy that would have a positive impact for generations  
to come.
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As the networks of generous 
individuals and effective 
communities grow, we create 
social impact at scale and 
create a giving legacy for our 
community.Individual acts 

of generosity

Are connected through 
TPF and given tools

to grow and become 
more effective.

And organizations 
acting for the 
public good

EQUALITY & EQUITY IN EDUCATION

GENDER EQUALITY

HEALTH INNOVATIONS

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY

SOCIAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ARTS & CULTURE

DISASTER RELIEF

WHAT
WE DO
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15 Years
of Impact:
  By the numbers

$49 million
Revenue 

$26 million
Grants  

$19 million
Total Assets  

$6 million
Endowment 

$9 million
Donor Funds

$3 million
Community Funds

879 
Grants

177 
NGOs 

10,000+
Donors 

1 million+ 
Lives Touched
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THE FOUNDERS SOCIETY

TPF’s Founders Society is a diverse group 

of dedicated investors who provide the 

vital foundation for TPF’s work on every 

level. With a commitment of at least 

$50,000 that can be contributed over a 

three year period, the Founders Society 

provides the financial foundation for 

TPF’s programs, and helps us engage, 

inspire and support our donors to address 

the most pressing social issues in our 

communities. Our sincere thanks to 

the following donors for their generous 

contributions to date.

Chairman’s Circle +$500,000 

Nihal and Haldun Tashman 

Serpil and Yalçın Ayaslı 

Leadership Circle +$250,000 

Haluk Soykan 

Özlenen Eser Kalav 

Pioneering Partners +$150,000 

Assia and Vedat Eyüboğlu 

Mustafa Kemal Abadan

Lead Partners +$100,000

Aylin Tashman Kim

Murat Ağırnaslı

Şevket Turgut Neşe

Keystone Partners +$50,000 

Elif and Tamer Seçkin 

Erinch Özada 

Hatice and Kevin Morrissey 

KISKA Developers

Nakiye and Ziya Boyacıgiller 

Nur and Aziz V. Hamzaoğulları 

Ramerica Foundation 

The Attar Family

THE LEGACY SOCIETY

We celebrate our Legacy Donors—

generous individuals and families who 

have chosen to support the causes 

that matter to them through gifts that 

are planned today and will be realized 

beyond their lifetimes. These donors 

have made the decision to make a lasting 

difference for our community by creating 

a permanent fund at Turkish Philanthropy 

Funds. Some put TPF in their wills, others 

stipulate that their current funds be 

managed by TPF long after they are gone. 

Endowed gifts entrusted to TPF through 

a will or trust leave a lasting legacy 

that benefit both current and future 

generations and help us quickly address 

emergencies, no matter how unforeseen. 

Ali Rıza Sarıoğlu 

Asuman and Faruk Özer

Asuman and Metin Taşkın

Hülya and Aydın Koç 

Mustafa Kemal Abadan 

Nakiye and Ziya Boyacıgiller 

Nihal and Haldun Tashman 

Ömer Ertur 

Ömer Uzun 

Özlenen Eser Kalav 

Şevket Turgut Neşe

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUNDERS CIRCLE

TPF’s six founding members had a vision 

for a foundation that could encourage 

philanthropy among those interested in 

supporting Turkey and addressing vital 

needs in local communities. TPF’s success 

is a direct result of these pioneers, who 

have stood behind the organization and 

have brought ideas, positive energy,  

and a beautiful intensity. Their leadership 

contributes daily and to our legacy.  

And, we are forever grateful for their 

service.

Haldun Tashman, Chairman Emeritus

Mustafa Kemal Abadan

Murat Ağırnaslı

Özlenen Eser Kalav, CEO Emeritus

Erinch Özada

Haluk Soykan 
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THE PHILANTHROPIC FUNDS

TPF’s Philanthropic Funds Society is a 

community of philanthropists who chose 

TPF for their personal philanthropy 

either in the US or in Turkey through 

vehicles such as Donor-Advised Funds or 

Scholarship Funds.

Aslı Başgöz 

Assia and Vedat Eyüboğlu 

Asuman and Metin Taşkın 

Aylin Tashman Kim 

Ayşe and Nicholas Porcaro 

Ayşe Nil and Bahadır Önalan 

Bilge and Aykut Atalı

Bülent Elmacı 

Can Gürsel 

Claudia and Halim Özgür 

Defne Gürsel 

Elif and Tamer Seçkin 

Esra and Alp Önalan 

Fatoş and Ahmet Bozer 

Feridun Tashman 

George Schieber 

Haldun Tashman 

Handan and Gürkan Ege 

Hülya and Aydın Koç 

İrem Gökçe Aydın

Lale and Tunç Doluca 

Levent Hamdemir

Leyla and Zafer Ecevit

Marz Attar

Melike and Ahmet Raşit Öztürk

Murat Ağırnaslı 

Mustafa Kemal Abadan 

Nakiye and Ziya Boyacıgiller 

Nesli Başgöz 

Nihal Akbulut 

Ömer Ertur 

Özmen Family 

Sema and Bülent Başol 

Şenel Boydağ 

Seray and İbrahim İncoğlu 

Serkan Tosun 

Şükriye Karaosmanoğlu 

Turkish-American Cultural Association of  

 Washington (TACA-WA) 

Ümran and Ali Beba 

Sema and Bülent Başol 

Serpil and Yalçın Ayaslı 

Şükriye Karaosmanoğlu

 

 
 
 
 
 

Muslu

SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mehmet Lütfi Kırdar, Chairman
Senior Portfolio Manager and    
 Financial Advisor, UBS Financial   
 Services Inc.
 
Maria Figueroa Küpçü, 
Co-Vice Chair
Partner, Business and Society    
 Practice, Brunswick Group
 
Osman Coşkun Kurtuluş, 
Co-Vice Chair
CFO, The Museum of the City of   
 New York
 
Lawrence Kaye, Secretary
Partner, Herrick Feinstein, LLP
 Managing Member, 
 Kaye Spiegler, PLLC
 
Civan Gökay, Treasurer
Executive Director, UBS 
 Investment Bank
 
Ahmet Bozer
Retired EVP, The Coca-Cola    
 Company, HopeCo LLC
 
Alp Önalan
Software Engineering Manager,    
 Microsoft
 
Ayşegül İldeniz
Board Member, Eczacıbaşı Holding, 
 Zorlu Holding
 
Barbaros Karaahmet
Chief Operating Partner, Herrick, 
 Feinstein LLP
 

Didem Altop
Co-Founder & Managing Partner,   
 2C Project House
 
Ergün Kırlıkovalı
President and Founder, Polymer   
 Science

Ersin Karaoğlu
Portfolio Manager, Squarepoint    
 Capital
 
Gülden Mesara
Senior Vice President and Chief    
 Communications and Marketing   
 Officer, City of Hope
 
Merve Gürsel
Interior Designer
 
Onur Erzan
Head of Global Client Group,    
 AllianceBernstein
 
Onur Karayal, M.D.
Co-Founder, Turkey’s Educated Kids
 
Seran Müdüroğlu Trehan
Businesswoman and Philanthropist
 
Selin Gülçelik
Gülçelik Family Funds
 
Rahmi H. Sayder
Managing Partner, Newmark
 Advisory Group
 
Zeynep Oğuz Bilimer
Founder, Zeo Communications    
 Design

Şenay Ataselim-Yılmaz, PhD
Executive Director
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COMMITTEES

Executive Committee

Mehmet Lütfi Kırdar, Chairman

Maria Figueroa Küpçü, Co-Vice Chair

Osman C. Kurtuluş, Co-Vice Chair

Civan Gökay, Treasurer

Lawrence Kaye, Secretary

Audit Committee

Cengiz Yağız, Chair

Barbaros Karaahmet

Osman C. Kurtuluş

Reşit Melik

Finance Committee

Civan Gökay, Chair

Haldun Tashman

Osman C. Kurtuluş

Selin Gülçelik

Investment Committee

Ersin Karaoğlu, Chair

Kerim Tuna

Özlenen Eser Kalav

Rahmi H. Sayder

Nomination & Governance Committee

Osman C. Kurtuluş, Chair

Haldun Tashman

Maria Figueroa Küpçü

Mehmet Lütfi Kırdar

Murat Ağırnaslı

Mustafa Kemal Abadan

Events & Development Committee

Merve Gürsel, Chair

Alp Önalan

Özlenen Eser Kalav

Seran Trehan

Outreach & Engagement Committee

Selin Gülçelik, Chair

Didem Altop

Onur Karayal

Zeynep Oğuz Bilimer

Communications Committee

Maria Figueroa Kupcu, Chair

Elmira Bayrasli

Gülden Mesara

Zeynep Oğuz Bilimer

Zeynep Uluer Aytekin

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVISORY BOARD

Ayşe Cihan Sultanoğlu 

Assistant Secretary-General and Director,  

 United Nations Development Program  

 (UNDP) 

Elmira Bayraslı 

Director, Bard Globalization and    

International Affairs Program (BGIA) &  

 Co-founder, Foreign Policy    

 Interrupted 

Selen Uçak 

Entrepreneurship Lead, Refugee   

 Investment Network 

Zeynep Uluer Aytekin 

Teacher’s Assistant, American Heritage   

 Schools 

Filiz Bikmen 

Social Investment Adviser and Founding  

 Director, Esas Sosyal 

MANAGEMENT 

Şenay Ataselim Yılmaz, PhD 

Executive Director 

Sandra Escauriaza Rubio 

Director of Finance 

Selin Kapan 

Communications Lead 

İrem Kılıç 

Programs Lead

Pinar Özyürek 

Donor Relations Lead



COVID-19 PROTOCOL
In accordance with the New York State mandate, all guests must provide proof of full Covid-19 

vaccination (as defined by the CDC) to attend. The venue requires full face coverings while on the 
premises except when guests are eating and drinking. These protocols are subject to change as CDC 

recommendations and guidelines are updated.

www.tpfund.org
www.tpfgala.org

@turkishphilanthropyfunds

@tphilanthropy

@turkishphilanthropyfunds


