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Philanthropy

A glass of orgamc
milk 1n remote city

SAFAK TIMUR - Turkish Daily Mews

elkit is far from the naise and
B corstant  movement  of
metopolitan [stanbul. Located
an the eastern Black Sea province of
Giimniighane, this amall gty of some 20,000 peo-
pk lies innocuously behind the Toros Moun-
tains, outlined by a small number of fields and
grazing hends, incontrast to its harsh climate and
geogmaphy. Howewver, the city has recently
shown movement, at least for those listening
and watching for possible changes to be brought
by a new project, as well as by charity work,

The Aydin Dofan Foundation has built a
vocational school in Kelkit, affiliated with Erz-
incan University, offering a two-year pre-uni-
versity education to provide businesses and
industry with intermediary techrical person-
nel. However, thisianotonly a charity invest-
ing in the city, but alsa the foundation far a
promising future when you combine it with
atherdevelopments in the city. Almost simul-
taneowsly with the opening of the vocational
schonl at the end of 2002, a new cattle herd
entered the city; not to be mised as another
grazing herd, but to be the beginning af a very
novel business for the dty, poducing purely
organic milk. The company, Dofan Organik
Campany, has apened an arganic cattle farm
in the city. Meanwhile, the first group of stu-
dents in the arganic farm department of the
schoal began their education in Turkey's fist
organic farm department during the 2003-
2004 education term.

The praject did nat finish with that, but ex-
panded, as the company offered contmact milk
production in 2007 with the first six firmers who
imvested in organic milk production. The com-
pany provided the farmers with automatic milk-
ing machines, and assisted in the coretractionof
new animal pens, which would be appropriate
for arganic farming. The program is fanded by
the Eurapean Union, the Giimdighane governor-
ship, A}l\:hn Dngan Foundation and the United
Mations Development Frogramm.

“Wecame hem to teach how to fish,” said
[Than Basaran, the general manager of the
company. First, said Bagaran, this is a serious
project to encourage social responsihility,

The Aydin Dofan Foundation
has built a vocational school
in Kelkit, affiliated with Erz-
incan University, offering a
two-year pre-university edu-
cation to provide businesses
and industry with interme-
diary technical personnel.
Dogan Organik Company,
has opened an organic cattle
farm in the city.

profitcames later. Those six farmers began ther
new business with 300 cows. The comparny
helped the farmers in a varety of ways inchd-
ing mu‘ush'ucthﬂg COW PENS, ]earrcing pa'medm
to apply for bank credit and buying the herds.
Ak, praofessors from the arganic farming de-
partment at the school taught farmers new
methads of production.

“I am =0 happy that [ entered this business,”
=aid (atin Savag, an on-stock farmer. “My in-
come is clear. [ have stability now.” Savag has
farmed for some &) years.

“Mow we have leamed what raising real
livestack is. We actually are daing the oppa-
site af what we did in the past,” he said. They
had been tying the animals close to the farms
all day ar keeping them closed in the cow
pens, he said.

Strict "organic’ control

Hahib Giiler, another farmer producing milk
for Dafan Company, is also happy. His 30-arni-
malherd has increased to 3% Inllowing the latest
hirths. “We did nat have a market for our prod-
uctsin the past. Mow we find the market and we
can s¢ll what we produce. That & the important
thing, he =aid. Dofan Company signed a five-
vear agreement with farmers to buy the mik

they produce.
All six farmers received ther certificate for

arganic farming at the beginning of this year.
With the certification, farmers agree to particdi-
pate with very strict supervision over theirbusi-

ness. Agriculture inspectors from the Institute
for Market Eealogy (IMO) — an intemational
certification arganization for arganic agricul-
ture- regulady eviews the farmers’ work, as
well as Dogan Company. As an example, a
farmer, CGiller, wants to expand his herd. He
was just in the middle an inspection when he
met with the Turkish Daily Mews reparter and
was hargaining with the inspector to increase
the number of ardmals in his herd. The rules far
certified farmers are harsh. Theinspectorasked
for a couple of conditions, ncluding changing
the lacation of a cow pen, which was too ex-
posad to the wind. What has changed, the TN
asked Giller? “The procedures changed most,”
he answered, “We previously have not had in-
spectars ar ather things.”

See the money, enter the business

(Cafer Hirik, the head of Keldt Chamber of
Comnmerce and hﬂdughy, p]am& mgam'c wvetch,
like the other 29 farmers who dedicated their
fields anly for arganic hayvan yemiand sell their
products to the company. I wanted to be a
leader for other farmers,” he said. Hirik sees the
project as’a model of standing up’ for Kelkdt.

While the people of Kelkit are apen to
change, there would certainly be resistance to
this new farming method, said Hirl. However,
*..they will change when theysee that theycan
eamn maney from this business”, he noted.

The family of farmer Yagar Yilmaz could be
an example proving Hirik's prediction. “It was
50 stressful when [ entered that business,” Yil-
maz said, recalling that his brother, a partner in
their farm, refused to switch to arganic farming.
“1zaid [was entering akone,” he said, and now
he iz happy about it. “The biggest problem was
that we could not receive our money on bime
when, in the past, we sold ardmak. Now we do
nat have a problem of markets,” he zaid. “Mow
itis far better than the most profitable period in
the past” The project is going to expand with
new fammers in the near fulure, Bagaman said.
They completed the first part of the project’s pro-
duction goalks; the rest depends on the market
for arganic milk. By the end of 2008, 30 pilat
farms are targeted to produce milk. By 2010,
building a facility to process the mw milk is
amang the goake of the project.

A foundation inspiring teams of organic farmers

Aydin Dofan Vocational Callage with the first or-
ganic agriculture department in Turkey aims to
raize working force to develop croanic farming
in Turkey. Giving a three year long pre-university
education, the schoal teaches English &s well by
foreign taachers. Tha college has twa privata
fields and 13,000 m2 greenhouse for its studants
to practice and cultivate their vwn arganic plants.

Along with the project with Dogan Organic
Company and ather institutions, the college or-
panized different croanic agriculture projects as
well with various funds from the European
Union. Under the framewark af those projcts,
four professors from the department want to
Spain to examine ocrganic farming practices
thera. 15 students went to Greaca as well for
weeks long internships.

Organic milk productian in the city stands
aut as an oppartunity far many croanic agni-
culture students too. Many of them make
thair compulsary internship in Degan Organic
Company and some plans to stay there for a
permanent job in the future. Howsver, al-
though students loak happy about their
school, they live the difficulties to be the
lzader students of arganic agriculture in
Turkey. A5 the department gives two-year vo-
cational education, the graduates have diffi-
culties in being recognized. “We could not
raally step in as organic technicians,” said
student Gikhan Kenanoglu. Bacausa of this
prablem some of the students thaught to be
transferred to agricult ural engineering facul-
ties that give university education.




