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Ancient tradition
ot giving reborn

SAFAK TIMUR - Turkish Daily News

hen one first looks at the phi-

lanthropy  community  in

Turkey, it i easy to recognize
that it is a very young grouping just getting
its start in the development world, when
compared to those philanthropies outside of
Turkey. Indeed, statistics seem to prove this
The total assets of 135 tax-exempt founda-
tionsin Turkey, constituting 85 percentof the
largest foundations, is some "105 billion. The
total assets of European foundations today is
estimated at 70 trillion.

et Turkey has inherited a centuries-ald
history af great Ottoman philanthropy. While
resurrecting and integrating it into the mod-
ern era of philanthrapy with new regulations,
Turkey still maintains a vivid and developing
charitable sector, as both activists and pro-
fessionals agree.

“There iz a leap in Tarkey as civil society is
participating much more in our social lives while
the third sector, especially the foundation sec-
tar, is about toexplode,” said Ustiin Ergiider, the
chairman of the Third Sector Foundation of
Turkey (TUSEV), in an exclusive interview with
the Turkish Daily News. Some holdings, such as
Habano, Kogand Dngan, ]1.1m]:|ed quck]}raheﬂd

To help alleviate consumer
claustrophobia, building
technology for the modern
shopping malls has become
more and more advanced,
and Panora is leading the
way into this new world of
shopping centers. Panora has
been constructed with an
emphasis on new materials
and green space.

like a secondary operation of ther holdings,
bringing a renewed purpose and identity to the
foundation and transferring successful staff to
work in the foundations, Ergiider said. The
number of peaple who want to establish foun-
dations and are asking for assistance from
TLUSEY is increasing, he said, which is leading
to a new service area for the orgarization:
counseling arganizations. Kather than merely
reviewing statistical information about the
number of foundations in Turkey, these am
paositive indicators that the sectoris develaping,
accarding to Erglider.

Sure enough, a rapidly develaping civil sa-
dety has recently taken its place in Turkey.
The United Nations Human e ttlement Fro-
gram’s meetin g, Habitat II, gathered national
and intematicnal MG Os together in Istanbul
in 19#6. The meeting, accarding to activists,
created an atmoaphere of awareness within
the society as it became understood that
Turkish society could improve. Also, the ac-
ceasian process in Turkey towards Eurapean
Union membership positively affected civil
society programs as well, thrmugh the impact
af ELJ funds dedicated to various projects in
Turkey. Further, the tragic disaster of the
193 Marmara Earthquake fundamenta lly in-
augurated a process, as civil sodety became
newly self confident and trusted within the
sodety. “People reached those places where
the state could nat reach,” Erglider noted.

Bath the perspective of the state towards
civil saciety and the civil sodety itself is chang-
ing, according to Frgiider. The mainstream ide-
alogy in Turkey, of predominantly being
dependent upon the state, resulted in peaple
nat organizing themselves to solve societal
prablems. However, things are changing. The
contribution of dvil sodiety in soking local
prablems has incressed, Ergiider said. “There
i a retum tothe Ottoman period,” he belisves.
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In an atmosphere like that, the 19%0s stood out
as a critical perind for foundations in Turkey.
The number of afficially registered foundations
greatly increased in the first half of the 1990s,
as research about the financial conditions of
Turkish foundations by Davat Aydin from
Anadaolu University discloses. While the num-
'terorregisbare_‘l foundations was 145 in 1%},
it reached 43% by 199, and has declined
somewhat since. The main reason for this in-
cTease, aa:ord'ing tor Aydm, is the movement
by those people who wanted to found associ-
atioms, to be organized in the form of a foun-
dation o avoid the legal procedures for
establishing an association. This situation af-
fected the foundations in a negative way, also,
Ergiider said.

However, the 19%90s is also positively
marked by the philanthropy of civil society as
a whale in '['1:|rkey. Filiz Bikmen, the former
adviser to the board in TUSEV and the current
managerof the institutional development and
programs in Sabana Vakh, regards the 1990s
as “a new penod of growth” for foundations,
and says Turkey is, “at the brink of a third
golden age," in an article puhlished in the
quartery, Effect.

From hardware to software

Ome af the main changes that both Bik-
men and Ergiider highlighted is the change
from support for “hardware,” meaning
buildings and faciities, or individual support
in the torm of educational schalarships, to
“software,” thatis o s.a}:needs like progams
addressing policy issues. For instance, the
Education Eetorm Initiative supported by a
consartum af foundations and NGOs, is an
example of software nesds. “TUSEV is a cat-
alyst in this process to move from hardware
bor sothware,” Ergilider said.

The Mother and Child Health Foundation
[ACEV), Turkish Econaomic and Social Stud-
ies Foundation (TESEV), So.:iaty Valunteers
Foundation (T0), Turkish Foundation for
Retorestation, and Protection of Natural
Hahitats and Combating at So0il Ercsion
(TEMA) are among the well-known founda-
tions that can be esamples of software phi-
lanthropic activities. Rather than investing in
buildings, investing in what is inside the
building is critical, Ergiider said. “That is
what we encourage," he noted.

A different figure

[hmhim Betl, founder af the well-known
Education Vaoluntzers Foundation and the
TOG, stands out asa different fgure in Turk-
ish charity work, representing a much more
software kind of philanthrapy. “I have a dif-
terent approach tor philanthropy,” he said,
rather than one-sided charity work it is an
approach tomobilize civil responsibility, sen-
sibility and volunteerism. For instance, the
Meighborhood Disaster Valunteers Founda-
tion (MAG) represents a great example af
mobilizing civil sensibility, according to Betil.
It is a new toundation that was established
to create groups of volunteers in each neigh-
barhood and make them ready for a possible
disaster like an earmqua.'ke. Foundations,
such as TEMA and TESEV, move beyond
philan thrapy and encourages civil participa-
ton, Betil said.
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Betil alsobelieves that there will be a move
towards this kind of foundation understand-
ing with the rise of participatory democracy
throughout the world in the Z1st century.
“MGOs have a mission to act as a bridge be-
tween the electorate and the elected,” he said.

The maost important goals of foundations
and MGOs should be creating social sensibil-
1't3-', transparency, dependency and account-
ahility, according to Betil. He also believes that
great amounts of grant maney is an impedi-
ment in maintaining the continuity of founda-
tions. Because of this, TOG prefers nat to take
very large amounts of grants but, rather,
smialler ones. When large amounts of money
are donated to the foundation, they prefer it
be distributed in smaller amounts during a
longer time period to sustain continuity.

Tradition goes on, too

Although there is a shift in saftware sup-
port, the tradition of charity and hardware
support, is still strong in Turkey. From the
1960s onwards, these traditional foundations
were established mainly by industrialists in
Turkey and funds channeled for those hard-
ware needs averaged some "30 million per
year. One of the major contributions of that
type of charity assured that thousands of stu-
dents had greater access to education through
countless educational facilities including dor-
mitories, schoaols and universities, alang with
scholaships. Almost one-thind of Turkey's
universities have been built and operated by
private foundations, Sabana and Kog univer-
sities, mgemerwith Bilkent, are the first foun-
dation universities in Turkey and most often
recognized by the public.

The Hilsnii Ozyefin foundation i a suc-
cesstul example of a taditional hardware char-
ity charged with building and repairing 23
school buildings and 27 dormitories around
Anatalia, including a new university in Istan-
bul. Focusing on education as an area of char-
1'['3[ work, the foundation supparts some T, D0
university studentswith free scholamships.

“Since 199, the Finans Foundation by
Hitznii (eyefin [the former owner of Finans
Bank]...seeks to contribute to education in
Turkey, not to find soltions to educational
problems,” said Ali Naam Belger, the vice
chairman of the foundation. ” Finding salutions
is the responsibility ofthe state. NGOs orfoun-
dations could not solve theissues that the Turk-
ish Eepublic could not solve,” said Belger, who
is a former ambassador 2 well, adding that this
mighl anund like an archaic HﬂCﬂ.‘IShL bt he and
athers were mised with this belief.

However, the Hilsnil Oeyefin foundation,
i also preparing itself to move towards saft-
ware charity work. The foundation is nat that
alien to software work, Belger said. Main-
taining a dialogue with the Education Keform
Initiative, the foundation now looks for ways
of contributing to the persanal development
of those students continuing their education
in Oeyefin’s schools, “We ame aware that we
are not finished by establishing only the sub-
structure,” said Ash Silahdarofh, the pmiject
specialist for the foundation. However, the
need of the Anatalia for substmucture still ex-
ists, 'Ilelger =aid. The foundation plans to
reach their target af building one hundred
girl's dormitaries and then move on ta saft-
ware charity waork.

TOSEV
_ Chalrman
Prof. Ustln Erglder



	1
	2

